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Dangerousliaisons

withaliens,rabbits

TimothyGood believeswe are regularly

TIMOTHYGOODhasbeendescribedas a "maniac"

whose"shrillyappings"are
believedonly by "subnormalpeo
ple".Thismakeshim smileallthe
wayto thebank.

He hastwo
strings

to hisbow.As an
accomplished violinist

he was withthe
London Symphony Orchestra

for 14 years
and has played undermanyfamouscon
ductors,amongthem Klemperer,Stravinsky

and
Mantovani. Besidethe windowof

his
Beckenham

flathangsa pictureof Bee
thoven.

In frontof the windowis a camera

clampedto a tripod.The
powerfultelepho

to lenspointsto the sky.
Somewhere

up
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thereare creatureswhichprovidethe
bow's secondstring,

"extra-terrestrial

bio
logical entities".

Mr Goodis a
student

of flyingsaucers,

aliens,
andof whathe

asserts

is a
near-im

penetrableconspiracyby
governments

to
hidethe truth.

As a UFO buffhe has
profited

hand
somelyfrombookson the

subject.
Two

things prompted

me to meethim.Thefirst

was a letterfromhis
literaryagentAndrew

Lownie lamenting

that"it is easyto poke

funat Tim,"who
deserved

"a fairhear
ing".

The secondwas the
appearance

on a
Scottishhillsidelastweek,of the world's

firstmonument

to a visitby a UFO.The
metalplaque,in West Lothian,commem
oratesthe 1979sighting

of a
"spaceship"

which
overpowered

a forestry worker,tore
his clothesand gassedhim beforespeeding

off.

The West Lothianincidentattractedthe
interestof ArthurC. Clarke,the science

writer,who madea detailedrecord.

It so
happens thatTim Good'sfather,

who workedin radar, sharedan RAF camp

with
"Spaceship Clarke,"

as he was then
known,duringand afterWorldWar II.

"ArthurClarkewas calleda complete

nutterin thosedays,"Mr Goodsayspleas
antly.

UFO
monitors

tendto get mockedmer
cilessly.Reaction'

can be at best
sceptical;

at worst,a howlof
ridicule.

In his latestbook,Alien Liaison,
The

UltimateSecret,aboutto be releasedin
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Good describesconversationswhich
othershave had with beingsfrom outer

space,adding:"Thoughhighlyevolved
spiritually,

thesepeoplewere 'downto
earth'in the sensethattheyenjoyedcrea
ture comforts.And — thankheavens—
theyhad a senseof

humour."

His own
senseof humourhelpshim copewith
reviewers,

one of whomwroteof an earlier

volume,AboveTop Secret,The World
wideUFO

Cover-up:

"I do not knowhow
manytreeswerecut downto

producethis
590-pagediatribe,

but I wishtheyhad been
left

standing...

Mr Good'sideasare those

of a
maniac."

Of AlienLiaison,
the samewriterde

clared,

"Itis
painful

to turnto the
shrill

yappingsof TimothyGood...The thesis,

whichhe shouts ratherthanargues,is that
aliensare

constantly visitingearthand that
the US

Government

is
'covering

them up'.
Really?Only mentally subnormalpeople
couldbelieve in it"

ANOTHERreviewerfoundit "credu
lous bunk".Most reviews are kinder,

however.

His literaryagent,a militaryhistorian

with knowledgeof
intelligence matters,

sentme a
photograph

of his client which
resembled CaptainKirk of the starship

Enterprise.

In the flesh,he seemslessexotic:tall,

grey haired,pale,serious, courteous, softly
spoken.

He wearsan
elegantgreysuitand

dark-blue

tie.His handsare longand hair
less,the fingerstapering artistically.

There
is a styon hisright

eyelid.

The bedroomwhichhe shareswithhis
girlfriend,

a
teacher,

has a walllinedwith
UFO books.In the hall,thereare shelves
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of classified documents from many part!
of the worldand foldersof

newspaper

and
magazine clippings.

Alonga wallof the
living-room

arehi-f
equipment,

LPs and tapes. Againstanoth
er is a word

processor.

Nearthe
sky-prob

ing cameraare a
music-standsupportirij

sheetsof Bach,an art decochinacabine

and an enormous hi-fispeaker.

He servescoffeein redcupsandsticksa
cigarette

intoa holder.

Mr Good,now 49, had just entered
his

teenswhena cousinin Americancom
puter researchsenthim a bookaboutspace
aliens.

"1 was
immediatelyexcited,"

he says.
"Therehad been reportsfrom military

and civilianairlinepilotsthatthe general

publicwasn'tawareof: to date,3500sight

ingssincethe 1940s.The
majorityremain

classified

— in the
interests

of national

security,the variousgovernmentagencies

say— but
details

of somehavebeenre
leased."

He showsme documentshe obtained,

usingthe US Freedomof
Information

Act,
from the Pentagon,NorthAmericanAero
spaceDefenseCommandand other
sources.Sectionshave been blackedout by
the censor.

His
pursuit

of "thetruth"— thatUFOs
exist,thattheir

occupants actuallywalkthe
earth,and that

governments

knowa lot
more than they'repreparedto acknowl

edge—
intensified

afterhe lefttheLSOin
1978(he stilldoes"sessionwork", includ

ing television commercials
and films).

In 1983,he publishedan
exploratory

volumeaboutUFOs at his own expense.

Two thousandcopiesweresold,bringinga
tiny profit.

His
research

has takenhim intothe Pen
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tagonand the WhiteHouse office,and he
has talked(sometimes inconclusively)

to
the CIA,militaryofficersand spacescient
ists.

AboveTop Secret,publishedby Sidg
wick&

Jackson
in 1987,andlaterby Graf

ton Books,wentto thetopof the
bestseller

listsin Britainand
Australia

and has since

done well in the UnitedStates,Canada,

1 Germanyand Japan.

1 Alien Liaison,too,is likelyto be a com
1 mercialsuccess(18,000hardback salesal
; ready).It is

dedicated

to
Britain'sformer

' Chiefof DefenceStaff,Admiralof the
Fleet Lord

Hill-Norton,
whose introducto

i ry
comments includethe words,"I have

- knownTimGoodforabout10 years,dur
- ing whichI haveformedthe

opinionthat

; he is bothhonest
and

reliable.

I am quite

t surethathe is not a
'nut-case'..."

The bookis, by its
nature, weird, refer
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ring,for example,to allegedencounters

between"Etherians" (occupantsof UFOs)
and two American Republicanpresidents,

DwightEisenhowerand RonaldReagan.
According to Mr Good's informants,

duringan
unscheduled

visitto Edwards

Air ForceBase in
California,Eisenhower

was takento Hanger27 wherea flying

saucerand its
occupants

were housed.

The Etherians"had the same propor
tionsas humansand wereableto breathe

our
atmosphere,"

Mr Good records.

TheyspokeEnglish,and
supposedly

in
formedthe

President
that they wantedto

startan
"educational program"for the

peopleof earth,then
reportedly

demon
strated their

paranormal powersby mak
ing themselves invisible, causing
Eisenhower considerable embarrassment

Ike, who oftenhad
difficultystringing

sentences together,couldhave used an
"educational program".

DittoRonaldReagan.In 1974,accord

ing to Mr Good,the thenairbornegovern

or of
California

saw "a big light"and
orderedthe pilotto givechase.

. "We followedit for several minutes,"

Reaganis
reported

as havingsaid.

"Allof a sudden,to our utteramaze

mentit wentstraight
up intothe

heavens.

WhenI gotofftheplaneI toldNancyall
aboutit."

Eightyearslater,whileviewing the film
ET in the WhiteHouse,PresidentReagan
whisperedto the producerStevenSpiel
berg;"Thereare probablyonlysix people
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in thisroomwhoknowhowtruethisis."

Mr Goodsays:"I haven't actually
con

firmedthatlastbit with
Spielberg,

but I
will."

THENTHEREis JimmyCarter'ssight
ing.Duringhis 1976

Presidential

elec
tion campaign Carter announcedthat he'd
seena UFO in 1969.

I ask Mr Good:"Didyou knowabout

JimmyCarter'sgiantrabbit?"

"No."
"Well,towardsthe end of his

presiden

cy,he
declaredthatwhileoutin a boat

fishing
on a lakein

Plains, Georgia,

he was
attacked

by a giantrabbit.It cameswim
ming towards

himandhe hadto headfor
shoreto avoidbeing

capsized."

"Oh,"Mr Goodsays,
wondering

if I'm
mocking him.I'm not.

I
suspect

a largepartof Mr
Good's strug

gleis
trying

to lifttheUFO
subject

outof
the realm of

entertainment.

Out There,a 1990bookby the former

New York Times journalistHoward
Blum,whosework the

Englishman
ad

mires,is beingmadeintoa Disneyfilm.

A formerUS astronautEdgarMitchell,

who has claimed that importantinforma

tion on
extra-terrestrials

is beingsup
pressedby his

government,
endedup on

The OprahWinfreyShow.
WhenMr Goodhimself appeared

on a
Britishtelevisiondiscussionrecently,one
of his

interlocutors,

the 'pop'scientist

HeinzWolff,describedMr Good'sworkas
"bollocks".

But while critics tease,he pointsto the
fact that Americanscientists will begina
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10-year,$US100million($A133million)
projectthisOctober,usingthe mostso
phisticatedlistening devices,to searchfor
alien civilisations.

The NASAproject willbe calledSETI
(Searchfor

Extra-terrestrial Intelligence),

rhymingwith yeti,anotherelusivequarry.

I
suggest

to the
violinistthereis a

contra

dictionhere:on the one hand,he claims

that US
officialdom

has firm evidenceof

extra-terrestrials,

whileon the other,the
officialagency,NASA,is

setting
out to test

their existence.

He concedes,"Thereis a
tremendous

argumentagainst everything I'm sayingf

But he nods
confidently

at his
folders

of
classified

CIA materialshowing UFOs to
be a

high-prioritymatter.

Mr Goodhas
enlisted helpersfromall

over the world, includingChinese and
Russians.Theirsightingsare publishedin
an annualUFO report whichhe edits.';
In it he

identifies hoaxes (some, but not
all,cropcircles)

and
exploresotherphe

nomenain minutedetail, includingscient

ific
evaluation

of
photographs

and video
tapesof

"aberrations".

I havereadallthisstuffwitha fajriy

openmind,eventhe accountof the remov

al by
aliens

of a cow's udderand
vagina.

Mr Gooddoesnot seem
dogmatic about

his materialor his
qualifications

for ana
lysing

it.
"I left school with13 percentin mqths

O-level,"he says.

As the "fairhearing" ends,he
murmurs:

"I hopeI am nota
fanatic."


